When to Plant

May thru late fall. Spring planting is
best in order to take advantage of
warm spring weather, rainfall and sup-
plemental irrigation that can be applied.
Late fall plantings are advantageous
when supplemental irrigation cannot be
provided and adequate rainfall is antici-
pated in the spring. Fall plantings done
prior to periods of rainfall will insure an
early display of flowers the following
year.

Soil Preparation

Usually the soil needs to be broken up.
Common methods for working the soil
include plowing, disking, harrowing,
and in small areas, using a rake or
hand tiller.

Water and air-holding capacities of soill
may be improved by adding a soll
building compost, weed-free straw or
other organic material. Do not use

Selecting a Site

Sowing wildflower seeds without care
or planning usually produces unsatis-
factory results. Here are some impor-
tant factors to consider:

1. Does the site support plants now?

If absolutely nothing is growing, the site
is unlikely to support wildflowers.

2. Will there be adequate moisture
during germination? Can supplemental
watering be provided during germina-
tion if necessary?

3. What weeds are likely to be pre-
sent? Are you willing to prepare the

site properly?

4. It's important
that elevation,
climate and
other environ-
mental factors
are considered
in selecting the
proper mixture
of wildflowers.

>

fresh manure, as it
may contain weed
seeds or burn ger-
minating seedlings.
If you are planting
on a slope itis help-
ful to make furrows
about 2" deep
across the slope
with a rake or
pointed hoe to hold
the seed so itis not
washed down the
hill.  After tilling firm
up the seed bed
with a lawn roller,
rake, or harrow.

Planting Rates

Large areas, one acre or more:
4-11 |bs/acre

Smaller areas, one-half acre or less:
4 0z./1000 sq. ft. (irrigated)
2 0z./1000 sq. ft. (dryland)

Seed Application

Rake or lightly till the soil. Broadcast
the seeds evenly by hand or by using a
cyclone or drop spreader. It's helpful to
mix a carrier such as vermiculite with
the seed to increase volume and aid in
even distribution over your site. We
recommend a 1:1 ratio. Spread a soill
building compost over the newly
planted area. Do not cover the seed
deeper than 1/4".

Water for Establishment

All seeds need ample moisture to ger-
minate and to develop into healthy
seedlings. Best results are obtained by
soaking the planted areas thoroughly
after sowing and then maintaining con-
sistent moisture for 4 to 6 weeks. Do
not water to heavily or too hard as you
may wash out the seed. Fall sowing will
take advantage of the moisture we usu-
ally receive in spring, thus reducing the
need for supplemental watering. After
seedlings are 1 to 2" tall, watering may
be gradually reduced. For optimal dis-
plays in arid locations, apply up to one-
half inch of moisture per week if possi-
ble. Established drought tolerant mixes
will survive dry periods without supple-
mental moisture, but will not produce as
many blooms. If weeds are present,
they will also benefit from moisture as
much as the wildflowers and may domi-
nate in watered areas.

Flowering

All annuals and
some perennials
will bloom the
first year, when
planted early
enough in the
season. Most
will reseed to
insure blooms.

Reseeding

Reseeding is always an option if the
first sowing doesn't result in a thick
stand of plants. Reseeding enables
you to change to a more appropriate
mixture if the original sowing wasn't
satisfactory. Annuals are present in
most wildflower mixes, and over time
they may reseed less and less each
year. Allow two weeks after the full
bloom period has passed for the seeds
to mature. As a rule of thumb, when
the dead brown foliage offsets the floral
color display, the area can be trimmed.
Mow the area to a height of 4-6 inches.
Often two cuttings will be needed to
thoroughly break up the resulting stem
and leaf litter. Leave cuttings on the
ground, rake out in the early spring.
Annual mowing aids in seed dispersal,
of unwanted weeds
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